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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

UO6-I420 W. Lexington Street 

The two story eastern building of Lexington Market features a central pavilion on 
the Lexington Street facade. This pavilion has a central recessed porch two stories 
in height which contains several entrances and second floor windows. The porch is 
enframed with a narrow band of concrete set at right angles to the wall, which adds 
to the depth of the recessed proch. The enframement is capped by the sign for the 
market spelled out in free-standing metal letters. 

The walls are punctuated by several entrances, shop windows at the first floor and 
four paned windows arranged mainly in horizontal strips. Added metal awnings protect 
a few outdoor booths. The common bond brick walls are capped by a flush band of 
concrete. Concrete also enframes the windows. 

520-52U W. Lexington Street 

The western building of Lexington Market" is similarly detailed, but less elaborately. 
Only about one third of the first floor is additional stall space, the rest of the 
building is a garage and "thus features concrete edged horizontal strips interrupted ,^/ 
by columns rather than windows. "A large metal awning protects the main entrance on 
Lexington Street. The building is capped by a narrow coping, rather than a wide band. 
This building occupies almost all of the block,"wrapping around an older loft building 
on Paca Street. The southern portion of the building (which contains the market 
extension) is set back from Paca Street so that there is room for outdoor stalls. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The market continues to serves as a regional and local market
place. The place where the market now stands has historically 
been used as a public meeting place. The land was donated to 
the City by John Eager Howard, and in 1782 he opened the first 
market on the site, Ey 17Q5 Baltimore had three public markets; 
however, of the three the Lexington Market was the one to retain 
its retail character. (This occurance was due primarily by the 
Market's proximity to a then fashionable neighborhood). By 1860, 
the Market was the undisputed nucleus of the dry goods business 
which by that time was well established along Howard and Eutaw 
Streets. 

The new building, completed In 1952, replaced the older and smaller 
structure that had stood on the same site since 1803. The present 
Market serves as a significant interior space with stalls not un
like those of the 1800's. It is an integral link to the City's past 
and could be likened to a "livirif museum". 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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Lexington Market 
406-420 and 520-524 W. Lexington Street 
Baltimore 

Sanborn Baltimore 1914-1953 vol. 1A, 1914, Sheet 20A 
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Lexington Market 
406-420 & 520-524 W. Lexington Street (now 520 W. Lexington Street & 200 N. Eutaw Street) 
Blocks 0593 & 0595 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 
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